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By Mike Jones

Greene County Bureau Chief
mjones@observer-reporter.com

WAYNESBURG – The 
three members of Greene 
County’s Board of Elections 
abruptly resigned Friday 
afternoon during a private 
meeting in the county court-
house, raising questions about 
who will serve on the board 
with just seven weeks to go 
before Election Day.

Greene County President 
Judge Farley Toothman, 
Lawrence Stratton and Mi-
chael Dulaney signed the 
single-page resignation let-
ter announcing all three were 
leaving their positions as of 1 
p.m. Friday. The letter gave 
no explanation for the deci-
sion, though it appears to have 
stemmed from a vote taken 
Thursday by the county com-
missioners to request outside 

technical support with voting 
machines.

“Because of a lack of clar-
ity for the role of the election 
board this year, I thought it 
was best to no longer be a part 
of it,” Stratton said.

According to the meeting 
minutes, Toothman request-
ed the “executive session” 
Friday morning. The minutes 
stated the trio met to discuss 
“contractual, legal and ethi-

cal implications of the Board 
of Commissioners action” 
Thursday in which they voted 
for the technical support. The 
members claimed the one-
hour meeting in Toothman’s 
chambers was permitted un-
der the “legal action” exemp-
tion of the state’s Sunshine 
Law, according to the minutes 
sent to the Observer-Reporter 
Friday afternoon. Greene County President 

Judge Farley Toothman

Abrupt resignations raise questions
Greene County elections board members leave posts

Please see Resign, Page A2

By scott Beveridge

Staff writer
sbeveridge@observer-reporter.com

A Fallowfield Township 
man who once controlled a 
neglected cemetery is facing 
charges he raided its perpet-
ual care fund to pay his debts.

Charleroi Regional and 
state police charged Joseph 
Minkovich, 47, of 5 Wesley 
Ave., Friday with three fel-
ony counts of theft and two 
counts of dealing in the pro-
ceeds of illegal activities over 
accusations he stole $28,000 
from Charleroi Cemetery’s 
trust fund in September 2010, 
court records show.

“A cemetery is a hallowed 
place,” Washington County 
District Attorney Gene Vit-
tone said when he announced 
the case in Charleroi Borough 
Building.

“It was basically our 
country’s flags in a field of 

weeds,” Vittone said, while 
discussing the century-old 
cemetery off Deanbroggi 
Road in Fallowfield.

Vittone inspected the cem-
etery in July after receiving 

complaints from local residents 
about the condition of the buri-
al grounds, where tombstones 
rested in knee-high grass.

S t a c e y  W o l f e  o f 
Charleroi, who is leading 

efforts to restore and main-
tain the property, said she 
cried after going there on 
Father’s Day to see graves 
of family members.

“It was disgraceful to see 
a cemetery like that,” Wolfe 
said Friday.

Vittone said he asked police 
to investigate the cemetery’s 
trust fund, an account that 
was established in 1973 at 
BNY Mellon.

Vittone said the cemetery’s 
ownership was “murky,” and 
it appeared to have passed 
through a number of people 
since the organization was 
dissolved in 1987.

Charleroi attorney Rick 
Muddrick provided investiga-
tors with documents indicat-
ing there was a sale of cem-
etery stock in 1987 to Frank 
Rauchfuss Sr. and Frank 
Rauchfuss Jr., and another 

Scott Beveridge/Observer-repOrter

Charleroi funeral director George Hogan discusses the neglected Charleroi Cemetery during a news conference Friday 
concerning a criminal case against a man accused of raiding the cemetery’s perpetual care fund.

'A CEMETERY IS A HALLOWED PLACE'

Charleroi Cemetery funds raided

Photo By WaShington county diStrict attorney gene vittone

Charleroi Cemetery’s appearance has improved since vol-
unteers worked this summer clearing weeds and garbage 
from its grounds. 

Fallowfield man accused of stealing $28,000 to pay debts

By david singer

Staff writer
dsinger@observer-reporter.com

A groundbreaking ceremo-
ny for the $31 million Muse El-
ementary School was held Fri-
day at the current school, next 
to the site where officials said 
the new facility is expected to 
open in August 2017. 

A roughly $27 million bond 
issue was used through PNC 
Bank over a 23-year-period 
with interest levels about 3.8 
percent to finance the proj-
ect, according to school board 
President Paul Scarmazzi. 
The district is looking to 
recoup about $6.7 million 
through Pennsylvania De-
partment of Education’s 
Planning and Construction 
Workbook program, accord-
ing to business manager Joni 
Mannsmann. The Canon-Mc-
Millan district also plans to 
meet its financial obligations 
by raising the millage rate by 
3.21 mills over the course of 
three years. 

“We’re breaking ground 
on a new school while sur-
rounding districts are strug-
gling to make payroll and 
other expenses. We are in a 
very good place,” Scarmazzi 
said. 

“Muse is the first priority in 
a 10-year plan to improve our 
district’s buildings. This 26-
acre site is very conducive to 
the 875-student capacity it will 
have,” said Superintendent 
Michael Daniels. 

Students from Cecil, First 
Street and the current Muse 
elementary school buildings 
will use the new facility on 
Muse-Bishop Road. 

A temporary construction 
road coming from School 

Street that was previously 
floated as a possible perma-
nent road will be removed af-
ter the building is built. 

As for Muse Post Office 
property, which the school 
district obtained through emi-
nent domain, spokesman Tad 
Kelley said the U.S. Postal 
Service plans to continue its 
operations there under a lease 
through 2020. 

Construction contracts 
worth $25.7 million were 
awarded earlier in the month 
to: Waller Corp., $18 million 
for general construction; 
Lugaila Mechanical, $3.3 
million for heating and air; 
Vrabel Plumbing, $1 million; 
Vern’s Electric, $2.5 million; 
Commercial Appliance Con-
tracts, $400,000 contract for 
food services; Premier Tech-
nology Systems, $216,000 
for cable construction; and 
Vrabel Plumbing, $230,000 
for fire protection infrastruc-
ture. Inspection and testing 
work was contracted to Pro-
fessional Services Industries 
for $53,000.

Groundbreaking 
at elementary 
school in Muse
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Canon-McMillan Superin-
tendent Michael Daniels 
speaks before a ground-
breaking Friday at the site of 
the new Muse Elementary 
School.

Building to cost 
$31 million

Please see Raided, Page A2


